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Open House
Oct. 22 and Dec. 9 from 1-4 pm

Now Enrolling for Fall 2017

Orinda fifth-grader takes 1st in 
international young pianists competition
Submitted by Goodman Gu

Glorietta Elementary School 
fi fth-grader Andrew Gu won 

the Rosalyn Tureck Prize (fi rst 
prize) in Category Two Oct. 7 at 
the prestigious Fifth Rosalyn Tu-
reck International Bach Compe-
tition for Young Pianists in New 
York City. Out of 12 semifi nalists 
selected from around the world and 
invited to NYC for this category, 
four advanced to the fi nal round. 
Andrew won this fi ercely competi-
tive category with a fl awless musi-
cal execution. He performed at the 
Gala Winners Concert Oct. 8 at 

the DiMenna Center for Classical 
Music, hosted by Robert Sherman 
from WQXR.  
 Andrew started piano lessons 
with mom, Helen Jung, at age 6. 
He studied with Sasha Starcev-
ich 2013-16, then Corey McVicar. 
Currently, he is under the direction 
of Kaichi Zhu. He won fi rst prize 
at Grotrian-Steinweg International 
Piano Competition in 2015, Gold 
Medal at the 2016 NW Chopin 
Competition, third prize and Most 
Promising Young Talent Award at 
2016 San Jose International Piano 

Competition. More recently, he 
was a prize winner at the 2017 Lag-
ny-sur-marne International Piano 
Competition and Kaufman Interna-
tional Piano Competition. He made 
his orchestra debut at age 8, per-
forming Haydn’s Keyboard Con-
certo in D major with the Philhar-
monic Orchestra of the University 
of Alicante in 2015. You can view 
one of Andrew’s performances on 
YouTube at https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=lTjpYvq6psw.

Andrew Gu Photo provided

Miramonte senior founds adaptive 
unlimited sports program
By John T. Miller

Bryce Radlow                                                                                                                                                            Photo John T. Miller

Bryce Radlow, an enthusiastic 
and driven senior at Mira-

monte High School, has funneled 
his passion for tennis into forming 
an Adaptive Unlimited Sports or-
ganization for local youth to have 
fun and be successful on the tennis 
courts.
 His latest endeavor will be to 
sponsor an event at the Miramonte 
tennis courts from 10 a.m. to noon 
this Saturday, Oct 21. The public is 
invited to view adaptive tennis in 
action.
 At their inaugural event last 
July, about 25 participants, ranging 
in age from 10-17 years old, com-
peted.
 Radlow credits Michael Way-
man, the former successful head 
tennis coach at Saint Mary’s Col-
lege, for inspiring him to create 
the organization. “He was giving 
a clinic for youth and told a story 
about when Jimmy Connors – who 
was ranked No. 1 at the time – 
kicked him off a court so he could 
practice. From then on, Wayman 
vowed that there would be no hi-
erarchy on the court. Everyone 
should have as much fun as they 
could.”
 Also infl uencing him was a 
wheelchair basketball event in 
eighth grade. “I was amazed at how 
fantastic the young athletes were 

despite their various disabilities 
and wanted to bring this kind of ex-
cellence to my favorite sport: ten-
nis.
 “I started this because I care a 
lot about tennis,” adds Radlow. “It 
bothered me to see wheelchair and 
disabled athletes not getting fair 
treatment. The tennis court should 
be for everyone.”
 Since founding the organiza-
tion in 2015, Radlow ran into a 
number of hurdles, including trying 
to start a nonprofi t and dealing with 
insurance issues. Since that time, 
the United States Tennis Associa-
tion and Special Olympics have 
jumped on board to help sponsor 
the organization. 
 The USTA takes care of insur-
ance and fi nds athletes to partici-
pate, while also providing banners, 
tennis balls and other equipment. 
Grants from the USTA cover the 
cost of the events, which are free 
for participants.
 Special Olympics provides 
some of the young athletes. Chris-
tine Costamagna, who is the found-
er of the Special Olympics ten-
nis program in her community of 
Marin County, will help out with 
Saturday’s event.
 “Christine is the master,” says 
Radlow. “She will bring some ad-
vanced Special Olympians who re-

ally can compete.”
 Radlow explained the differ-
ences between wheelchair and 
adaptive sports: “Wheelchair ath-
letes are often extremely competi-
tive and gifted,” he says. “Some 
of them can really move. Adaptive 
sports focuses on more develop-
mental disabilities, such as Down 
syndrome, Asperger’s, and some 
extreme forms of Tourette syn-
drome, and other, more isolated 
disabilities.
 “For me,” sums up Radlow, “I 
can get so focused on school and 
sports, it’s a privilege to be able to 
use my abilities to create opportu-
nities for others to succeed by put-
ting on these events.”
 Radlow is currently projected 
to play the No. 4, 5, or 6 singles 
on Miramonte’s varsity roster this 
spring, and will occasionally play 
in the No. 1 doubles matchup.
 Although Radlow might like to 
play tennis in college, he says he 
may prefer to focus on academics 
and has his sights set on some East 
Coast schools such as Syracuse, 
Rutgers, or the University of Mary-
land.
 “No matter where I go, though,” 
says the energetic senior, “I plan on 
continuing to work with adaptive 
youth on the tennis courts.”
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HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS

Flat Monthly Fee
Drop-in any time, no scheduling needed!
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Must present coupon. New students only.

GET AHEAD IN MATH THIS FALLGET AHEAD IN MATH THIS FALL

WHEN MATH MAKES SENSE, YOU SUCCEED!

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)

(925) 283-4200   www.mathnasium.com

STOP CLEANING
Get Gutter Guards!

• Fits all sizes of gutters

• 10 year No-Clog Warrenty

• High quality aircraft alloy

• We will clean and repair your gutters 

before installation of your new guards

Licensed & Insured #939838

Fall Special - 20% OFF
The Gutter Guard Company

925-247-7044
www.bayareagutterguards.com 

 BAD
 INC.

 Bay Area 
 Drainage, Inc.

 Have You Checked Your
 Crawlspace Lately?

 • French Drains

 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209

 A General Engineering Contractor

 Locally owned and Operated 

 Contractor LIC # 762208

 925•377•9209
 visit our website

 www.bayareadrainage.com
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 • Underfloor Drains

 • Downspout Systems

 • Subdrain Systems

 • Sump Pumps

 •  R etaining Walls

 •  Pavestone Driveway & Walkways


